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Alliance Lobby Day is Huge Success

On February 25th, the Alliance held its 2009 Lobby Day at the State Capitol.  Collectively, Alliance members visited over 30 legislative offices touting the benefits of nonsubscription for both employers and employees. Lobby day participants urged lawmakers to reject proposals that would harm the nonsubscription process while reinforcing to legislators and members of their staffs that their votes in Austin affect a company’s economic security.

Alliance Chair Margaret Greenshield stated, “Legislators pay special attention when people who are dealing with issues on a day-to-day basis take the time to meet with them in person.  It is one thing for a legislator to read facts and figures, it is another to have a lawmaker hear actual nonsubscribers tell their story.”  

While the Alliance’s Austin-based consultants will continue to give voice to the organization’s priorities, member involvement is critical to the association legislative success.
Highlights from Lobby Day:
“This was my first experience with the Texas Alliance of Nonsubscribers and I was incredibly impressed with its team.  They were extremely prepared and organized.  There’s no doubt this was time well-spent”
Lynn Tatum

Tyson Foods
“It was very reassuring to discover that many of our Texas legislators have a good grasp of what nonsubscription is, and are supportive of what any organization is trying to accomplish through its nonsubscription program.  Participating in the Alliance’s lobby day was well worth the effort.

Gary Shope

CHRISTUS Health

“From each of the legislative offices we visited we heard time and time again that nonsubscription appears to be alive and well in Texas.  Legislators and their staff seem to understand the pivotal role it plays in allowing my company to do business here.  The face-to-face meetings allowed us to put a face on nonsubscription.”

Tara Dehler

AIMCO

Legislation Requiring Additional Reporting Set for Public Hearing

House Bill 35 by Rep. David Leibowitz (D-San Antonio) has been set for a public hearing in the House Business and Industry Committee for Monday, March 2nd at 2:00 p.m. or upon adjournment of the House.  The legislation would require employers that “do not provide workers’ compensation insurance” to report on an annual basis “…1) the total cost of medical treatment; (2) the portion of the cost of medical treatment paid for or provided by the employer; (3) the number of days the employee was absent from work; (4) the amount of any salary replacement paid by the employer; and (5) the amount of any other settlement paid by the employer.”  
Legislation must gain approval from the standing committee to which it was referred before being eligible for consideration by the full House of Representatives.  Members of the House committee are listed below.

House Committees Include Changes that Could Affect Nonsubscription Issues

House Speaker Joe Straus has named the chamber’s standing committees, with numerous changes in key committee chairmanships.  Committees are a key part of the legislative process as measures must first gain approval in both a House and a Senate committee before being considered by the respective bodies. With its relatively stable membership, Senate committees were named by Lt. Governor David Dewhurst earlier this month. 

Highlights of the House of the appointments are as follows:

●
The number of standing committees was reduced from 40 to 35 

●
18 chairs are Republican and 16 are Democrat 

●
15 of the chairmen have not previously chaired a standing committee
●
Five chairs are African American ( last session, 4) 

●
Four chairs are Hispanic (last session, 3) 

●
11 vice-chairmen are Hispanic (last session, 5) 

●
7 chairs are women 

●
5 of the vice-chairs are women 

●
Rural/Urban breakdown: Urban 23/ Rural 11 

Following are key committee assignments for nonsubscription issues:

House Business & Industry

House State Affairs

Chair:
Rep. Joe Deshotel
(D - Beaumont, Attorney/Businessman)

Chair:
Rep. Burt R. Solomons
(R - Carrollton, Attorney)

Vice Chair:
Rep. Gary Elkins (R-Houston)
Vice Chair:
Rep. Jose Menendez (D-San Antonio)
Members:
Rep. Wayne Christian (R-Center)
Rep. Kirk England (D-Grand  

         Prairie)
Rep. Dan Gattis (R-Georgetown)
Rep. Helen Giddings (D-De Soto)
Rep. Jim Keffer (R-Eastland)
Rep. Sid Miller (R-Stephenville)
Rep. Rob Orr (R-Burleson)
Rep. Chente Quintanilla (D-El 

         Paso)
Rep. Sylvester Turner (D-Houston)
Members:
Rep. Byron Cook (R-Corsicana)
Rep. Tom Craddick (R-Midland)
Rep. David Farabee (D-Wichita Falls)
Rep. Pete Gallego (D-Alpine)
Rep. Charlie Geren (R-River Oaks)
Rep. Patricia Harless (R-Spring)
Rep. Harvey Hilderbran (R-Kerrville)
Rep. Delwin Jones (R-Lubbock)
Rep. Eddie Lucio III (D-San Benito)
Rep. Diana Maldonado (D-Round  

        Rock)
Rep. Rene Oliveira (D-Brownsville)
Rep. David Swinford (R-Amarillo)
Rep. Sylvester Turner (D-Houston)
Senate State Affairs

Senate Jurisprudence

Chair:
Sen. Robert Duncan
(R - Lubbock, Attorney)

Chair:
Sen. Jeff Wentworth

(R-San Antonio, Attorney)
Vice Chair:
Sen. Bob Deuell (R-Greenville)
Vice Chair: 
Sen. Mario Gallegos (D-Houston)
Members:
Sen. John Carona (R-Dallas)
Sen. Rodney Ellis (D-Houston)
Sen. Troy Fraser (R-Horseshoe 

        Bay)
Sen. Chris Harris (R-Arlington)
Sen. Mike Jackson (R-La Porte)
Sen. Eddie Lucio, Jr. (D-

        Brownsville)
Sen. Leticia Van de Putte (D-San 

        Antonio)
Members:
Sen. John Carona (R-Dallas)

Sen. Robert Duncan (R-Lubbock)

Sen. Chris Harris (R-Arlington)

Sen. Juan Hinojosa (D-Mission)

Sen. Kirk Watson (D-Austin)

2009 Associate Member Advisory Committee Named

The Alliance Management Committee has named the 2009 Associate Member Advisory Committee.  The committee helps guide new-member recruitment activities through educational outreach events for prospective Alliance members.  To ensure input from associate members, each Alliance board meeting agenda allows the Advisory Committee to provide updates and suggestions on the organization’s operations.  The 2009 Advisory Committee members are:

Chair: Blake Stock     The Combined Group (Dallas)

           Travis Brewer   Law Office of Travis Brewer (Austin)

           Charles Brown  Fulbright and Jaworski (Houston) 

           Jerry Fazio,      Owen and Fazio (Dallas)

           Bill Minick         PartnerSource (Dallas)         

Labor Organization Renews Call for Mandatory Comp

The state’s leading labor organization has announced that its support for mandatory workers’ compensation will again be near the top of its legislative priorities for the 2009 session.

As reported by WorkCompCentral, “The United Labor Legislative Committee (ULLCO) has drafted its goals for the 2009 Texas Legislature - including organized labor's perennial request to end Texas' status as the only state not requiring most businesses to carry workers' compensation coverage.  The Texas AFL-CIO believes that providing basic workers’ compensation insurance for injured workers should be made mandatory.  ULLCO is a coalition of both Texas AFL-CIO member unions and unaffiliated unions that join for the purpose of promoting legislation.”

In framing their argument, opponents of nonsubscription acknowledge that the process has a strong foothold in Texas.  According to the ULLCO draft goals as reported in WorkCompCentral, "In recent years, nonsubscription has become a more permanent and widespread feature of the landscape in Texas.”

In 2007, a coordinated, consistent outreach effort from the Alliance and other trade associations helped educate members of the Legislature on reasons to preserve the nonsubscription process.
The Alliance will once again lead an effort of its membership and other Austin-based trade associations supportive of preserving the nonsubscription option.

Safety National Casualty Corporation Joins Alliance 

Safety National Casualty Corporation, established in St. Louis, Missouri, in 1942  has joined the Alliance as its newest associate member.  Safety National is an insurance carrier with an office in San Antonio.  Safety National offers workers’ compensation products through independent insurance agents and brokers.  Among products offered by Safety National are TEXcess, an Employers Excess Indemnity Program, Excess Workers' Compensation, Self-Insurance Bonds, Large Deductible Workers' Compensation, Assumed Reinsurance, Alternative Risk Services, Loss Portfolio Transfer, and Integrated Employee Benefits.  Welcome to the Alliance!

Nonsubscriber Legislation of Interest:
      House Bill 32 (By Rep. Leibowitz) – Relating to prohibiting discrimination 

      against certain employees who sustain an injury in the course and scope 

      of employment.
LAST ACTION: (2/12/09) Referred to House Business and Industry 
      House Bill 33 (by Rep. Leibowitz) – Relating to certain requirements for   

       employers not covered by workers' compensation insurance.

LAST ACTION:  (2/12/09) Referred to House Business and Industry
      House Bill 34 (by Rep. Leibowitz) – Relating to the enforceability of 
      certain contracts between an employer who does not have workers’ 

      compensation coverage and an employee of the employer.

LAST ACTION:  (2/12/09) Referred to House State Affairs

      House Bill 35 (by Rep. Leibowitz) – Relating to reporting requirements for 

      employers not covered by workers’ compensation insurance.
LAST ACTION:  (2/25/09) Scheduled for public hearing on March 2
Senate Bill 180 (by Senator Gallegos) – Relating to the creation of a state occupational health and safety plan; establishing a maintenance tax.
LAST ACTION:  (2/10/09) Referred to Senate State Affairs
Senate Bill 222 (by Senator West) – Relating to arbitration and arbitration agreements.

LAST ACTION:  (2/10/09) Referred to Senate Jurisprudence
Future Board Meetings

All are 1:00 p.m. (CST) conference calls unless noted:
· March 18, 2009

· April 15, 2009

· May 20, 2009

· June 17, 2009

· July – No meeting

· August 19, 2009-Annual Meeting (Dallas)
· September – No meeting
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