	[image: image1.wmf]
	[image: image2.wmf]

	
	Issue 5
January 2007

	

	
	In this issue …

· 80th Texas Legislature Convenes in Austin
· Legislation Filed to Require Day Laborer Employers to Provide Workers’ Compensation Benefits
· Mandatory Comp Advocates Repeat Intentions
· Alliance Sets “A Day at the Capitol” for February 21st

	80th Texas Legislature Convenes in Austin
At noon on January 9th, the 80th Texas Legislature convened to begin its biennial, regular session.  Lt. Governor David Dewhurst called the Senate to order while Chief Justice Wallace B. Jefferson administered the oath of office to the incoming Senators which included five new faces for the upper chamber.  Across the rotunda, Secretary of State Roger Williams gaveled the House of Representatives to order and administered the oath of office to the lawmakers seated among family and friends throughout the House chamber.

After weeks of anticipation Tom Craddick (R-Midland) was reelected to serve his third term as Speaker of the House. 

In the Senate, Lt. Governor Dewhurst wasted little time in putting the Senate to work by announcing committee assignments on only the fourth day of the session.  Key committee assignments include:

Business and Commerce

Finance

State Affairs

Chair:
Senator Troy Fraser
(R-Horseshoe Bay)

Chair:
Senator Steve Ogden
(R-College Station)

Chair:
Senator Robert Duncan
(R-Lubbock)

Vice Chair
Senator Chris Harris

Vice Chair:
Senator Judith Zaffirini

Vice Chair:
Senator Tommy Williams

Members:
Averitt

Eltife

Estes

Janek

Lucio

Van de  Putte

Watson

Members:
Averitt

Deuell

Duncan

Eltife

Fraser

Hinojosa

Janek

Lucio

Nelson

Shapiro

West 

Whitmire

Williams

Members:
Carona

Ellis

Fraser

Harris

Jackson

Lucio

Van de Putte

Speaker Craddick is expected to announce committee assignments for the House in the coming days.

The Senate membership will include 20 Republicans and 11 Democrats with 81 Republicans and 69 Democrats making up the House of Representatives.

Below are key dates for the session:
March 9, 2007 (60th day)

Final day for filing bills and joint resolutions other than local bills, emergency appropriations, and bills that have been declared and emergency by the Governor.

May 28, 2007 (140th day)

FINAL DAY OF SESSION

June 17, 2007

The 20th day following adjournment.  Last day Governor can sign or veto bills passed during the previous legislative session.

Legislation Filed to Require Day Laborer Employers to Provide Workers’ Compensation Benefits

State Representative Eddie Rodriguez (D-Austin) has filed legislation requiring day labor employers to provide workers’ compensation benefits “to the extent required by other law.” The legislation would require an employer to provide the same workers’ compensation benefits to day laborers that the company provides to full-time employees.

House Bill 456 would require day labor employers to provide, by the end of a laborer’s first day, written notice in Spanish and English of the availability of workers’ compensation benefits should an injury occur.  The name and phone number of the employer’s workers’ compensation carrier must also be included in the notice, if applicable. 
Mandatory Comp Advocates Repeat Intentions
In its legislative goals for the 2007 session, the AFL-CIO reinforces its intent to advocate for mandatory comp within the state noting that Texas has the “only system in the nation that is not mandatory for employers.”

In an interview with WorkComp Central, Texas AFL-CIO Legal Director Rick Levy indicated that it was still early in the battle and that a sponsor for mandatory comp legislation had not yet been announced.  Over the past year, Levy has been a vocal advocate for mandatory comp indicating at a statewide business conference that he believed the 2005 workers’ compensation reforms set the stage for mandatory comp for Texas.

Alliance Co-Chair Beth Huntington stated, “Alliance members have continued with their efforts to educate legislators on nonsubscription and have been very well received. We encourage other employers in Texas who value this choice to join us in our efforts to preserve nonsubscription.”
Alliance Sets “A Day at the Capitol” for February 21st
Members of the Texas Alliance of Nonsubscribers will converge on the state Capitol on February 21st for the organization’s first legislative lobby day.  “A Day at the Capitol” is being organized to provide Alliance members the opportunity to meet with their respective lawmakers to highlight their company’s connection to nonsubscription and the legislator’s district.

Over the past year the Alliance has worked to build relationships with key state leaders in an attempt to increase awareness about the benefits of nonsubscription to employees, employers, and communities. “A Day at the Capitol” presents Alliance members an opportunity to build on that momentum and expand the knowledge among the Legislature on the role nonsubscription plays in the state.

“We are finding legislators to be very receptive to our efforts to connect and introduce our companies and highlight responsible nonsubscription. It is critical that we take advantage of this opportunity to continue our outreach during the legislative session.  A strong and consistent message from the nonsubscription community can be very effective in thwarting any push for mandatory comp,” stated Margaret Greenshield, Co-chair of the Alliance.

The day’s activities will coincide with the Alliance’s monthly board meeting which will begin at 8:30 a.m. and will include a brief training session on the legislative meetings.  Visits to Capitol offices are expected to occur throughout the morning and early afternoon with a short debriefing session concluding the day’s activities at 3:00 p.m.  Members of the Alliance and its grassroots network will be participating.  For information on the day’s activities you may contact Tim Conger of Bravarro (tim.conger@bravarro.com) or Richard Evans of Texas Lobby Solutions (richardevans@austin.rr.com).    
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